
My name is Arthur Verrept, a little 
about myself before I go into what 
I loved about school. I went to 
school at Ringwood Waldorf school 
from kindergarten right up until 
I left for college, I then studied; 

maths, computing, and media. After 
college I went travelling for 2 years 
and finally decided to university in 
Plymouth to study Internet Design. 
My years at RWS were genuinely 
some of the best years I had. The 
group of friends I made I will never 
forget and we always spend time 
together. Even though we all went 
to different colleges and some of us 
left RWS before college, the bond 
you create with the people not only 
from your own class, but every class is 
incredible! Since the school is small 
you really get to know everyone, from 
every class, some of my best friends 
today are a completely different age 
to me, the Steiner gang that meets 
up at festivals every year is massive 
and spans all ages! The way you learn 
is stress free and very creative, and 
even though I went into a technical 
field I never felt behind at all. I really 
thought that going from Steiner to 
public education was going to be a 
massive struggle but it wasn’t. The 
teachers at RWS really cared about 
each student and really wanted them 
to do their best work. We didn’t only 
learn to work with our brains but 

also our hands, this was my favourite 
aspect of the school, learning to 
craft things with our hands. It was a 
perfect balance of practical and the 
regular stuff. Thanks for the great 
times, Arthur V.

Tom Verrept 
by his mother Martine

Following a move from Germany 
with his family, Tom started at the 
Ringwood Waldorf School (RWS) in 
2000 as he briefly joined kindergarten 
before moving into Class 1. With 
very limited English skills, the school 
made it possible to easily integrate 
within the class and ensured that he 

was able to learn English whilst also 
providing sufficient support to follow 
the curriculum. 

Tom continued his education at 
RWS, progressing through to class 
10 in upper school before finally 
graduating in 2010. Using the 
portfolio work created at RWS, Tom 
was granted a position at Ringwood 
Sixth Form where he completed four 
A2 levels in Maths, English, Physics, 
French whilst applying to University.

Despite having a spot confirmed 
for Mechanical Engineering at the 
University of Exeter, Tom chose to 
put education on hold and spend 
the following two years teaching 
kiteboarding in the Caribbean and 
Asia.

In 2014, Tom enrolled into Exeter 
University once more but to study a 
BSc in Mining Engineering at the 
Falmouth Campus. After three years 
of study, he finished the degree with 
1st class honours and returned home 
for the summer to work two jobs 
and save as much money as possible, 
aiming to emigrate before winter 
closed in.

In October 2017, Tom moved to 
Perth, Australia with aim of finding 
a job within the mining industry 
whilst taking advantage of the 
world class kiteboarding spots on 
his new doorstep. After two months 
of searching, he was hired in early 
January 2018 for a short term project 
management role for BHP Billiton. 
The original three week contract has 
since been repeatedly extended and 
Tom is still working until present and 
is aiming to remain permanently in 
Australia.
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